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39 Oblates from 10 countries in 1st formation
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Thirty nine Oblate students in first
formation in the United States
from 10 countries of the Oblate

world as the Fall semester begins!
A total of 14 Oblate students

comprise the international scholasticate,
including those in their pastoral year. They
hail from a variety of countries: Besides
the United States, Oblates from Zam-
bia, Nigeria, Mexico, Cameroon, Haiti,
Lesotho, Bangladesh, Botswana and
Nicaragua are studying at Oblate School
of Theology in San Antonio.

There are also 9 Novices at the
Novitiate in Godfrey, IL, 5 Pre-Novices
at Casa Estudiantil in Tijuana, Mexico
and 11 Pre-Novices at D’Youville Col-
lege in Buffalo, NY.

At Blessed Mario Borzaga
Chapel in San Antonio on Saturday,
August 31st, five Oblates renewed

temporary vows of poverty, chastity,
obedience and perseverance during the
Eucharistic celebration.
At the Oblate School of Theology

O blate Frs. Bill
Antone, Jim

Brobst and Lou Studer
met with Tijuana’s
Archbishop Francisco
Moreno to discuss new
directions for Oblate
ministry in the
archdiocese. -See
Provincial’s Column, p. 2.

Bro. Solomon Gaja, OMI, 28, from
Benue State, Nigeria (Cameroon Prov-
ince).

Bro. Mark Anthony Hernández,
OMI, 29, from Eagle Pass, TX (US).

Bro. Democracy Mudenda, OMI,
26, from Zimba, Zambia (Zambian Del-
egation).

Second year: Bro. Alejandro
Alvarado, OMI, 44, from San Anto-
nio, TX (US)

Bro. Lázaro Ángel Leal, OMI, 27,
from Brownsville, TX (US).

Bro. Justinus Moloi, OMI, 31, from
Mohale’s Hoek District, (Lesotho Prov-
ince).

Bro. Fani Zane Nong, OMI, 27, from
Gaborone, Botswana (Lesotho Prov-
ince).
Third year: Bro. Steven Victor
Montez, OMI, 26, from Kingsville,
TX (US); currently on his internship
year at the Immaculate Conception
Cathedral, Brownsville, TX.First year: Bro. David P. Chisha,

OMI, 30, from Ndola, Zambia
(Zambian Delegation).

l-r back: Bro. Mudenda, Fr. Warren Brown (General Councillor), Fr. Ponce,
Bros. Zapata, Gaja, Mwape Mule, Zane Nong, Herod, Frs. Mwangala, Ullrich,
LaFramboise; l-r front: Moloi (standing), Bros. Hernández, Chisha,  Leal,
Dcn. Manuel-Lopez.
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In previous articles of
OMI/USA, I told you about
our plan to hand over seven
mission churches, St. Eu-
gene Parish, rectory, and
health center to the Archdio-
cese of Tijuana. That great
gift from the Oblate U.S.
Province to the Archdiocese
became a reality the week-
end of August 3-4, 2019.

The Oblates are re-lo-
cating to an area in Tijuana
along the railroad tracks
where the “new poor,” ar-

riving in Tijuana, are looking for work in
one of the dozens of American factories
in Tijuana. A rectory is being built for
the Oblates, thanks to generous donors
in the U.S., a health center is being reno-
vated and the former youth center which
the Oblates built several years ago will
become the new worship space. The
Oblates will continue to minister at eight
mission churches as well and will even-
tually establish more mission churches
for these “new poor,” depending on
where the people locate.

On  August 3rd, in a two-and-a-
half-hour Eucharistic celebration, Fr.
Webert Merilan, OMI, was installed
as Pastor of Mary Immaculate Parish

by Francisco Moreno, Archbishop of
Tijuana. During the ceremony, Fr.
Merilan was given the keys to the
church, the official records of the faithful
who will receive the sacraments, and
seated in the presidential chair.

Oblate Frs. Jesse Esqueda,
Superior of the Tijuana Mission,
Marek Stroba, Vicar, Bill Antone,
Superior/Director of the Pre-Novitiate
Community, Peter Vasquez, Associ-
ate Director of the Pre-Novitiate,
Lucio Castillo, Director of the Health
Center, and Jim Brobst, Vicar Provin-
cial of Mission and Ministry, joined in
the celebration.

Archbishop Moreno empha-
sized that the parish name will be sim-
ply “Mary Immaculate”, in deference
to the “Oblates of Mary Immaculate,”
a title that immediately identifies the
parish with the Oblate name.

Two archdiocesan priests are
already at the former Oblate parish,
St. Eugene, and have been working with
the Oblates for a smooth transition.

After Eucharist, a festive lunch
was served for the over 600 faithful
who celebrated with us.

In a light-hearted moment af-
ter lunch, after Fr. Merilan cut the large
congratulatory cake, Archbishop
Moreno blessed Fr. Merilan on the
forehead with frosting!

Traditional Mexican music ac-
companied us during lunch.

After a well-deserved fiesta,
Fr.  Esqueda arranged for Fr. Jim
Brobst and me to meet with some of
the Oblate Youth group. They told their
personal stories about how the Youth
Group in Tijuana had led to a profound
change of life for them.

All of them had made a
Search Retreat, organized by the
Oblate Youth themselves, and are now

Frs. Esqueda -front, 3rd from l,  Brobst-back, 3rd from l,  and Studer-back, r.

L-r: Frs. Studer, Merilan, and Archbishop Moreno at installation.
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back in school continuing their educa-
tion, some of them also helping to sup-
port their families.

The Search Retreats have been
a powerful influence in changing their
life’s focus and direction. There are
over 600 youth who participate in
weekly Mass, attend prayer and social
events and help plan the four Search
retreats offered each year.

These retreats are made
possible, along with hundreds of
education grants, through the gen-
erosity of U.S. donors to the Tijuana
mission. The youth thanked me and Fr.
Brobst again and again for our gener-
osity, a thanks that belongs to you, our
generous, reliable donors for your tre-
mendous generosity and prayers.

“Under 10” Meeting
Oblates in final vows or or-

dained 10 years or less are invited to
attend a meeting each year, hosted by
the province leadership team but
planned by these young Oblates. This
year they met in Orlando, FL. from Aug.
12-16. (See OMIUSA September, p. 15)

Fr. Ron Rolheiser’s confer-
ences were certainly an added spiritual
reflection about the significance of the
Oblate way of life in today’s culture and
a good support for these young Ob-
lates to reaffirm their faithful commit-
ment to living these vows.

Fall Province Meetings
Each Fall and Spring, Oblates

in the U.S. Province gather at five sites
of ministry concentration. Because the
province is so large geographically, the
five meetings allow for Oblates to meet
without the burden of so much long dis-
tance travel.

The theme of the meetings this
Fall is an evaluation of the province min-
istries, the presence and ministry of the

leadership team to province Oblates,
the challenges the province must face
in the next three to five years as the
province membership begins the pro-
cess of choosing leadership to serve the
next three years (2020-2023) in the
U.S. Province.

Although the final choice for
Provincial won’t be until May 2020 and
Council members named three months
after that, this process involves much
more than simply a recommendation to
the General Council in Rome of who
will assume these leadership roles.

The choice of leadership each
three years provides an opportunity for

From  the  Provincial
Continued from page 2

Continued on page 4

On August 25, Sylvester David, OMI was ordained a bishop in a
joyous celebration in the heart of Cape Town, South Africa.  The
ordination, celebrated in the many languages of South Africa, was an

enlightening moment for the Church of South Africa, who lovingly received their
new bishop with prayer, singing, and dancing.

At the end of the ceremony, Fr. Neil Frank, OMI, Provincial of the
Province of Southern Africa, gave words of thanks for such a warm welcome.
Bishop Sylvester, now Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Cape Town, thanked
everyone for their kindness, and pledged to them his prayers and support.

Oblate Frs. David Kalert. left, and Art Floresm, right, travelled to
Cape Town to represent the U.S. at the event.  -by Fr. Art Flores, OMI

province leadership and members to
look closely at our province ministries,
evaluate to what extent we continue to
be faithful to the charism of our Founder:
“to bring the good news to the poor” in
those ministries. It is also a time to look
at the quality of our common life to-
gether. Our Constitutions and Rules are
a reminder to each Oblate that our first
and primary ministry is to one another
in the shared life we live together.

This evaluation provides us the
opportunity, as well, to look at various
aspects, themes of the province: our fi-
nances, healthcare, personnel projec-
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tions, which ministries in the province
we continue to embrace, which ones we
will relinquish, which we will keep for
now but, as numbers of Oblates contin-
ues to decrease, what priority these min-
istries will have for us into the future.

These meetings also allow a fra-
ternal sharing among the Oblates gath-
ered with each other and with province
leadership. With the innovation in tech-
nology, we are able to see and hear
from Oblates in other areas of the prov-
ince, not physically present. This instant
communication provides an effective,
efficient way for one group to respond
to comments and opinions of Oblates
in other areas of the province.

Reports by the leadership team
at each meeting ensures good commu-
nication in the province.

One theme of interest from the
recent Interchapter meeting in Poland
in July will be the issue of restructuring
in the region and in the entire Congre-
gation: some province dwindling in num-
bers (U.S. – Canada) while others are
increasing (Madagascar), just to name
two with dramatic change. While how
the U.S. and Canada will restructure or
when is several years away from a final
decision, nevertheless, these province
meetings provide a way for Oblates to
express their opinions and ideas about
such issues and plans.

The Spring, 2020, province
meetings will be cancelled due to the
province wide “Convocation 2020” that
will be held in Belleville, IL, Monday,
April 13 – Friday, April 17.

The theme of the Convoca-
tion is “Celebrating our Oblation”.
Work on the Convocation began well
over a year ago.

Province Oblates and Honor-
ary Oblates will gather Monday
through Wednesday and several

Continued from page 3

From  the  Provincial members of the Mazenodian Family,
along with the leaders of each group
of the Family, will join the vowed
Oblates and HOMIs Thursday.

Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, Supe-
rior General, Fr. Warren Brown, OMI,
General Councillor for Canada-U.S.
region, will join us for the event. Other
highlights include a keynote from Bro.
John Mark Falkenhain, OSB, from St.
Meinrad Abbey, a specialist in the topic
of the renewal of religious life as well as
a promised guest appearance of the fa-
ther of St. Eugene! (I’m wondering
what he will say to us about renewing
our lives as Religious!)

Province Convocations, held
every three years historically, are an im-
portant time in the life of the province.
They give us days to relax, pray, renew.

At the Spring, 2019, province
meetings, through the use of technol-
ogy, Oblates in one area of the prov-
ince were able to see and speak with

Oblates in other places simulta-
neously. Though important content
was shared, several Oblates com-
mented, “It was so good to see some
classmates and friends again. I hadn’t
seen them or spoken to them for a
long time.”

The Convocation provides the
graced opportunity to relax, pray and
renew with our fellow Oblates, Honor-
ary Oblates and friends in the Mazenodian
Family. It will also be a graced time to be
renewed in the vocation to which God
has called and chosen us.
Pre-Novitiate, Oblate Community

Visit in Buffalo
I enjoyed a short visit to the

Pre-Novitiate Community in Buffalo,
NY and with the Oblate Community
there to discuss further plans for the pre-
novitiate to move to St. Louis Univer-
sity in Summer, 2020. There are pres-
ently eleven pre-novices in Buffalo and
five in Tijuana.

Words cannot adequately express our gratitude as  Oblates to Sr.
Ann Diehl, CSJ, for her significant and generous contribution to
the Oblate administration these past 27 years.

Sr. Ann was asked to take on many tasks, over and above her offi-
cial ones as Administrative Assistant and then Archivist. She always did this
extra work in stride, willingly and even graciously, as she did with all her
responsibilities.

We honored her with
the distinction of Honorary
Oblate of Mary Immaculate
because of her devotion, care
and love for our Congregation
and our charism, as well as for
the devoted service she gave
each day of those 27 years.

We wish you well in
your years of retirement and
good health, Sr. Ann. You will
always have a special place in
our hearts and in our prayers.

Louis Studer, OMI,
Provincial.
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: Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI
(Zambia, Formation team), Br.
Pat McGee, OMI (US, Novice
Director),  Fr. Frank Kuczera,
OMI (Lacombe, Canada, For-
mation team).

Buffalo prenovices and staff, l-r: Fr. Franciso Gomez, OMI, Luis Ramirez, Aaron
de Sa , Pablo Henning Manrique , Marlowe Romero, Jonathan Thayer (has
left), Erick Guillen, Brett Jerrolds, Kedrick Cannon, Fr. Greg Gallagher, OMI,
Chris Streetman, Juan Javier Ruiz, Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI.

At the novitiate, back, l-r: Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI , Brandon Ontiveros
Garcia, Mateusz Brzezinski, Prasad Marapogu, Musonda Chota, Mateusz
Garstecki, Moses Wafula Khisa. Front, l-r: Bro. Pat McGee, OMI, Christopher
Din, Chomba Kangwa, Henry Zayamoe, Fr. Frank Kuczera, OMI.

First Formation
Continued from page 1

Continued on p. 7

Novitiate-Godfrey IL

The 2019-2020 Novitiate year of
ficially began on  August 17, with

the Rite of Reception of: Brandon

Fourth year: Dcn. Eleazar Manuel-
Lopez, OMI, 38, from Tabasco,
Mexico (US); scheduled to be ordained
a priest on January 11th, 2020.
Bro. Eugene Mwape Mule, OMI,
31,  from Zambia, (Zambian
Delegation).

Bro. Lester Antonio Zapata, OMI,
34, from León, Nicaragua (US).

On internship: Bro. Herat Mondol
Herod, OMI, 28, from Khulna Divi-
sion, Bangladesh (Colombo Province
of Sri Lanka/ Bangladesh Delegation).
at Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mission, TX.

Bro. Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt,
OMI, 43, from Port-au-Prince, Haiti
(U.S) at St. William of York,
Tewksbury, MA.

This year’s  Formation Team  is
composed of Oblate Frs. Antonio
Ponce, Director/Superior, Raymond St.
Mwangala, Ron Lafromboise, and
David Ullrich.

Ontiveros Garcia (Tijuana), Mateusz
Brzezinski (Canada), Prasad
Marapogu (India), Musonda Chota
(Zambia), Mateusz Garstecki (US),
Moses Wafula Khisa (Kenya). Chris-
topher Din (US), Chomba Kangwa
(Zambia), Henry Zayamoe (Burma/US),

They join Novice Master, Bro. Pat
McGee,  and Fr. Frank Kuczera,  and
Fr. Humphrey Milimo,  who hails
from from Zambia.

In the early weeks of the novi-
tiate, during prayer, at meals, in the

Pre-Novitiate-Buffalo, NY

The 2019-2020 PreNovitiate for-
mation program officially received

its candidates on August 18th at Holy
Angels Chapel with Oblates and Ob-
late Associates assisting.

Entering this year are: Brett
Jerrolds (Tennessee), Aaron de Sa
(Virginia), Christopher Streetman
(Illinois), and Pablo Henning-Marquez,
Erick Guillen, Luis Ramirez, Juan
Javier  Ruiz, Malowe Romero, and

classroom and during community meet-
ings, novices and staff come to know
and appreciate one another and share
cultural and vocational stories,  thus
forming a true intercultural, fraternal
community.

The novices’ experiences at
home are enhanced twice a week, as
they participate in the St. Louis Inter
Congregational Novitiate program and
also are students in the Theology of the
Vowed Life class at Aquinas Institute in
St. Louis.  In both of these settings, they
form a cohort of learners with Sister
Novices from six Religious Congrega-
tions in the St. Louis area.
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Fr. Alejandro Roque, OMI, died on July 10, in Boston,
MA.
Felipe Gomez, 56, brother of Fr. Francisco Gomez,
OMI, died on Aug. 22 in Mexico City, MX.
Fr. James Flavin, OMI, died on Sept. 3 in Lowell, MA
Fr. Joseph O. Menker, OMI, died on Sept. 25 in
Belleville, IL.

Four priests from Sri Lanka visited the provincial offices at 391 on
August 9. With members of  the JPIC staff, are: l-r: Frs. Asanga
Viraj, OMI, Bro. Joey Menthé, OMI (JPIC). Nalaka Silva,

former OMI, now with the Metuchen diocese, Fr. Dileepa Jayamaha,
OMI, Fr. Jayashantha Sovis, Colombo diocese, Fr. Séamus Finn,
OMI and Rowena Gono (JPIC).

Some big changes are happening in USP
formation with regard to buildings, loca-
tions and programs. Many of the decisions
have been announced and explained al-
ready in earlier communications.  These
include the decisions to commit long-term
to a novitiate in the current Godfrey prop-
erty, and to move the Fallon Residence

Program from D’Youville College in Buffalo, New York to
St. Louis University in Missouri (SLU) Many Oblates have
been asking about the details of these – long term and tem-
porary.  Unforeseen circumstances have changed where the
locations of these programs will be.  I’ll tackle them one at a
time.

First, the Novitiate program needs a temporary home
for at least portions of this academic year and next (summer
2019-2021) while the old Levis mansion in Godfrey is gut-
ted, remodeled, and updated in electricity, plumbing, heating
and cooling.

We had planned to rent a furnished house from the
Jesuit Headquarters near SLU.  However, city zoning issues
surprised us.  We were not given the kind of zoning required
by the federal program that authorizes the novitiate to give
out student visas.  This is not optional, since most of our
novices – both from the USP and other units – require stu-
dent visas.  Typical college or university students receive vi-
sas from the sponsoring university.  But novices cannot be
full-time students by canon law, hence the need for a novi-
tiate to be certified to give student visas to all foreign stu-
dents.

Second, the prenovitiate had settled on another lo-
cation, at least temporarily, near SLU.  But we were later
told that after a single year on site, that building would be up
for sale and we would have to move again.  Enter the third
piece of the puzzle…

The company in charge of running the National Shrine
of Our Lady of the Snows Restaurant and Hotel in Belleville
(the current one on the Shrine grounds) bowed out of that
project.  While we got a new company to run the restaurant,
the hotel landed back in our direction.  We siezed an oppor-
tunity to make use of the transfer of the business side.

Starting later in this academic year, one wing of the
top level of the Shrine Hotel will house the Novitiate pro-
gram through Summer of 2021.  Beginning in Autumn of
2020, the other wing of the top level of the Shrine Hotel will
house the Prenovitiate.  That will likely be a long-term loca-
tion for the pre-novitiate. Thus, the two programs will be
together on the same grounds for one year.  In 2021, the novi-

tiate program will return to Godfrey in the remodeled novi-
tiate and the prenovitiate program will remain.  This will re-
duce housing costs for the programs themselves.  Housing
these programs at the Shrine Hotel will also reduce the
amount of taxes we pay on a hotel that is rarely fully occu-
pied, since that portion will be no longer be “for profit.”

This location also has advantages for mission and
ministry in Belleville and beyond.  A variety of ministerial
experiences are available to those in formation: Shrine,
Retreat House and Parish ministry; exposure to other pos-
sible connections with church ministry to the poor in nearby
East St. Louis; connection to many of our elderly Oblates
at St. Henry’s and the Esquiline.  We also hope that the
presence of the students will enhance liturgy, youth minis-
try and hospitality at the Shrine.  While the Shrine location
is not on the SLU Campus, the commute is quite manage-
able by car and/or train.  -by Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI
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First Formation
Continued from page 5
Kedrick Cannon (Texas).

The program will have students
with degrees attending for the first time
Christ the King Seminary for pre-
theology courses, while those seeking
degrees are continuing at D’Youville
College and local Community College.
Frs. Juan M. Gaspar and Greg
Gallagher are the formation team for
Fallon Residence, but the Oblate
Community supports and witness to the
men in the program.

New Superior of the Commu-
nity and pastor of   Holy Cross, Fr.
Francisco Gomez welcomes the Ob-
late Community, Frs. Tuan Pham and
Juan Gaspar, while Fr. Jim Loiacano
assumes the vicar position having pre-
viously been in the formation team with
the late Fr. Alejandro Roque.

Pre-Novitiate-Tijuana

On Saturday evening, September 7,
more than a hundred friends, fam-

ily members, Affiliates along with the
local Oblates gathered for the annual
“Acceptance Mass” at the Pre-novitiate
in Tijuana, Baja California.

Five Pre-novices were formally
accepted/re-accepted into the program:
two are returning from last year and
three are new.  Floriberto “Beto”
González is beginning his fourth year
and Víctor Izquierdo his second year.
Aarón Cruz, Alvaro Zapata and José
Hernandez are beginning their first year.

Beto, 34 years old, comes origi-
nally from the state of Guerrero,
Mexico. He got to know the Oblates
through Fr. Daniel LeBlanc who rep-
resents the Oblates at the United Na-
tions, in New York City.

Víctor Izquierdo, 22, is originally
from the state of Hidalgo, Mexico, and
comes from the Oblate parish in Tijuana.

Aarón, 27, comes originally from
the state of Veracruz, Mexico. He has

earned a master’s in computer sciences
and has spent some time teaching.

Álvaro and José are both 20 years
old, and were born and raised in Tijuana.
Both come from the local Oblate par-
ish, and along with Víctor and Aarón,
have participated in the Affiliate pro-
gram directed by Fr. Jesse Esqueda.

Fr. Lucio Castillo, OMI, pre-
sided at the Mass, while Fr. Jesse
preached on the closeness of Oblates
to the poor and those who suffer.  Fr.
Webert Merilan, OMI, pastor of the
new parish of María Inmaculada, along

At the Tijuana pre-novitiate induction ceremony: l-r: Álvaro Zapata, José
Hernández, Víctor Izquierdo, Aarón Cruz and Floriberto González

with Fr. Marek Stroba, OMI,
concelebrated. Oblate friend, Deacon
Tim Schulz from San Diego, served at
the Mass. Bro. Peter Vasquez, OMI,
presented the Pre-novices to the as-
sembly and Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, re-
ceived their commitment and presented
them with the Pre-novitiate manual and
a small wooden cross representing their
promise to participate for one year in
the formation program. After the Mass
all present enjoyed dinner, music and
at one point the gathered community
took to dancing!

For texts and photos for this formation report thanks to Oblate Frs. Lou Studer, Bill
Antone, Juan Gaspar, Bro. Pat McGee, and Schol. Bro. Mark-Anthont Hernandez.

(L-R): Mission Volunteer Tom Foppe, Frs. Jim Brobst, Bill Antone, Louis Studer,
Volunteer Ben Foppe, taking a Youth Mission Weekend break on Aug. 4.
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“[The Church] exists in order to
evangelize, that is to say, in order to
preach and teach, to be the channel
of the gift of grace, to reconcile
sinners with God.” Therefore,
mission is essential for the life of the
Church.-Pope Paul VI in “Evangelii Nuntiandi

In fulfilling and responding to her
mission, the Church in the western
province of Zambia faces many

challenges. Due to climactic conditions;
the terrain and the conditions are not
easy.

To reach out, the Oblates need
strong and heavy vehicles to make it
through deep sandy areas, rocky roads
and flooding. At times, its too much even
for these heavy vehicles, hence the need
for constant repairs. At times the
missionaries use small canoes to reach
their missions and when all else fails,
they are ready to walk some miles.

Oblates are not afraid to travel the
roads less traveled and they are always
on the move to meet the needs of their
people. Oblates are men without
boundaries.

In western Zambia the faithful
and the poor are often found living in
remote places and for them the Oblates
are a channel of light and hope. They
are present in the daily challenges and
sufferings of the
people. The people
are in need of
constant catechism.
It is the Charism of
the Oblates to care
for the lives of the
poor and the most
abandoned in
society.
Former Superior
General, Fr.
Fernand Jette,

OMI wrote, “The missionary is a
frontier man, one who is always
intent on forging ahead, ongoing
farther afield. Zeal, daring, mobility,
availability are his characteristic
traits! And obedience too: he
receives the mission of another, the
mission of the Church: he is a man
who “is sent.”

In whatever work is assigned
to him the Oblate will have to act in an
authentic missionary spirit, that is to say,
with the concern, that he himself, like
Christ, lives like a poor man, reaches
out to the most abandoned in his milieu
and reveals Jesus Christ.” – The
Apostolic Man, pp 60-61

The model and center of our
mission is Jesus Christ. Oblates labor
tirelessly to make Him known to all.
Love and dedication are fundamental
in reaching out to the remotest places
of the  missions. With deep solidarity
and compassion, the Oblates empower
the faithful and the poor to prophetic
and social transformation. True salvation
consists of liberating the person in all
dimensions.

Despite the challenges,
evangelization for the salvation of
souls continues to be the priority of
the missionaries. Zeal for the
salvation of souls, was our founder’s
motto. It is the model of Oblate
missions in Zambia.

Terrain affects mission evangelization
By Fr. Felix N. Bwalya, OMI - Edited by Will Shaw

Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI  on the way to celebrate mass.
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The memorial is under the ma-
ternal gaze of the Immaculate Con-
ception, Patroness of the United
States, whose portrait is incorpo-
rated into the wall of remembrance.
Fittingly, the dedication took place
within a few days of our 18th na-
tional commemoration of the 9/11
terror attacks and our remem-
brance of the heroism of the First
Responders on that tragic day.

Representatives from city gov-
ernment as well as from the various
agencies charged with first responding
to situations of tragedy in our area were
present for the dedication ceremony
which was incorporated into the
Shrine’s 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass.  Fr.
Terry O’Connell, OMI, the Director

of the Shrine, presided at  the ceremony
of dedication.

Hopefully, an annual com-
memoration can center around this wall
of remembrance and prayer as we in-
voke God’s blessing on those who with-
out fanfare regularly carry-out Corpo-
ral Works of Mercy in our midst and in
our name.

Spiritual, corporal works of mercy
highlight activities of Lowell Shrine

Photos and Text by Fr. Eugene Tremblay, OMI

The center-city Shrine of St.
Joseph the Worker, in addition to its
daily signature sacramental ministries,
continues to develop outreaches into
the larger community: a youth
apostolate, adult faith education pro-
gramming, hosting a variety of self-help
initiatives aimed at improving the situa-
tions of folks in the grip of addictions
or at the mercy of domestic violence.
Most recently, we launched a timely ef-
fort to assist those caught in the web of
human trafficking.  Donations to our on-
site Food Pantry continue to help pro-
vision our local Catholic Charities soup
kitchen and contributions to our St. An-
thony Fund likewise help to fund assis-
tance to the poor in our midst.

A Thanksgiving dinner for the
homebound and Christmas “Giving
Tree” for the benefit of needy children
are regular features of the holidays here
and are generously supported by Shrine
congregants.

So, while the Spiritual Works
of Mercy are at the core of our sacra-
mental ministry here, it’s no less true
that an array of corporal works of
mercy also emanate from this historic
Oblate ministry site.

On September 8, the day our
tradition pays homage to the
Blessed Virgin Mary on her

birthday, the Shrine of St. Joseph the
Worker in Lowell, MA, installed and
dedicated a Wall of Remembrance and
prayer for area First Responders.
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Three Oblates minister at six par-
ishes in Northwestern Minne
sota on the Ojibwa Reservation,

located more than four hours north of
the Twin Cities. Oblates John Cox,
Joe Hitpas and Dan Nassaney typi-
cally drive 150 miles or more each
weekend to bring the Sacraments to the
people of these six parishes in this rela-
tively isolated, rural area.

The Oblates have been minis-
tering here on this open reservation for
almost 40 years.

Oblate ministry includes the tra-
ditional celebration of the Sacraments,
faith formation classes, sacramental
preparation, some counseling. Educa-

US Provincial Council meets with
Oblates in northern Minnesota

by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

tional and social outreach programs are
provided through government assis-
tance, but the Oblates are often the first
point of contact for these requests.

The lead-
ership of the U.S.
Province, Frs. Lou
Studer, Jim
Brobst, Art
Flores, Frank
Santucci,  Jim
Taggart, Ray
Cook,  and Anto-
nio Ponce, held the
September Provin-
cial Council meet-
ing here to learn
more about the
ministry of the Ob-
lates in this northernmost ministry in the
province. Most of the Provincial Coun-
cilors had never been to this area of the
province so our meeting provided the
opportunity to meet with some of the
parishioners, learn more about the min-
istry here and support the work of the
Oblates. The team visited five of the six
parishes where Oblates minister.

Despite some hardships of
weather, relative isolation, few re-
sources available for ministry, the Ob-
lates provide a welcome and much
needed outreach in an area of the coun-
try where there are few Religious/
priests. They provide hope and prom-
ise to people who have often been ne-
glected by both the church and society.

At the Ojibwa Tribal Head-
quarters, we met Leonard Ray, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the White Earth Res-
ervation Business Committee and Pa-
rishioner Joan La Vay, Chief Operating
Officer of the Reservation, who ex-
plained some of the main programs
providing assistance to the peoples here:
educational, social welfare, drug reha-
bilitation, employment opportunities and
job training, among others.

Both Leonard and Joan ex-
pressed a lot of gratitude for the preach-
ing ministry of the Oblates which give
people hope and the promise of a bet-

ter future. They also thanked the Ob-
lates here for the promotion of tradi-
tional family values espoused by the
Oblates, a message needed on the Res-
ervation.

Fr. John Cox presided and
preached at Mass at St. Anne Parish in
Naytahwaush at which the traditional
Native smudging ceremony with sage

L-r: Frs. Joe Hitpas, Jim Taggart, Antonio Ponce and Frank Santucci

Continued on page 11
Fr. Santucci (l) at the sage ceremony
led by an Ojibwa Elder.

L-r: Frs. Nassaney,  Cox, Flores, Taggart and Cook.
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was led by one of the Ojibwa Elders. Parishioners joined
the leadership team and the Oblates here for a Minnesota
potluck supper after Mass.

The Oblates explained that, while some of the min-
istry they do here is traditional  (celebrating the Sacraments
and  providing religious education) much of it is not. Their
connection with the people, many of whom do not go to
church, is by the request for a funeral ceremony for a loved-
one,  some kind of assistance, seeking employment, a crisis
such as a suicide or other serious tragedy. These moments
are often “the door” through which Oblates are invited to
minister, no matter the faith they practice or whether they
practice publicly no religion at all.

Continued from page 10
US Provincial Council meets

L-r: Frs. Brobst, Cook, Flores and Nassaney

St. Joseph the Worker Shrine in
Lowell, MA, launched  an annual
Christian Worker Recognition

Award in 2016.
Awardees are folks in the

greater-Lowell area who have demon-
strated the Christian values of faith, hu-
mility and outreach to the marginalized
in their personal lives, as well as integrity,
respect and service in the workplace.

T hi s year, Fr. Terry
O’Connell, OMI, presented awards
to Dotti and Mike McDermott and
Sandra Patenaude.

Members of St. William of
York parish in Tewksbury, MA, Dotti
and Mike McDermott (below, with Fr.
O’Connell)  celebrate their 43 years of mar-

Shrine presents Christian Worker Awards
riage and the blessing of 3 grown chil-
dren and a grandson. Intensely dedi-
cated to family, parish, the elderly and
to Christ-inspired lives, Dottie and
Mike exemplify the virtues of St. Jo-
seph, tirelessly working in a vocation
of service to others.

Mike is a Certified Dementia
Practitioner, working for Elder Ser-
vices of the Merrimack Valley, ensur-
ing that people with dementia and their
families have access to the resources
needed for their journey through this
emotionally trying disease.

Dotti uses her comprehensive
nursing experience to serve as the Clini-
cal Director at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Oblate Residence in Tewksbury,
MA, where she manages the skilled-
nursing/assisted living component of
the local community of retired Oblates.
Both Mike and Dottie are deeply in-
volved in the ACTS Retreat Movement.

Sandra Patenaude (above, r,
with Fr. O’Connell)  is a life-long member
of Saint Marguerite d’Youville Parish
in Dracut, MA;  she sees it as her re-
sponsibility to help those who are dis-
advantaged, sometimes even at the ex-
pense of her own well-being.

She manages this, all the while
single-handedly providing for her fam-
ily through her work as a model shop
employee at Raytheon corporation.

At age 20, she accepted the re-
sponsibility of leading multiple Catholic
youth groups working with under-privi-
leged young adults to celebrate their
First Communion and Confirmation.
Over the years she has crafted Christ-
mas gift baskets for poor children;
worked in correctional facilities intro-
ducing and nurturing the faith to men
seeking guidance and repentance; even
traveled to India to serve as a volun-
teer at the  Mother Teresa Home for
the Dying, and in many more ways too
numerous to list.
-Text & photos by Fr. Terry O’Connell,
OMI, and Jim Savaese
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Eleven Oblates celebrated jubilees
on Sept. 9, 2019 at the Church of

Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL
A large and diverse crowd included
friends, family, employees, Oblate As-
sociates, HOMIs, all nine Novices from
the Novitiate in Alton, along with their
formators, brother Oblates from around
Belleville and the rest of the country. Also
in attendance was the U.S. Administra-
tive Team, Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer
and both Vicars-provincial, Frs. Art
Flores and Jim Brobst.

After the Mass,  at  which
jubilarian Fr. Roger Bergkamp was
principal concelebrant and Fr. Tom
Hayes the homilist, all gathered at the
Shrine Restaurant for a celebratory
dinner.

On Aug. 17, 2019 Fr. José Naúl Ordoñez, pastor,
and  parishioners at St. Martin of Tours Catholic

Church in Kingsville, TX, honored  Fr. Isidor Garcia
OMI (l) and Fr. James Foelker OMI (r) for their good
work during their time as pastors there. Pastoral Council
President, Ms. Rosalinda Gutiérrez, reflected “Whether
we needed a good foundation or having the roof of our
church and our hearts to reaching to new heights, we are
grateful for these two Oblates and their work among us
and we love them.”

Front, l-r: Frs. Robert Morin,  Elmar Mauer, Roger Bergkamp, Terence Figel;
Above, l-r: Frs. Dale Schlitt, Thomas Hayes, James Allen.

Fr. Demers left, rear; Fr. Winter on the right among the home-schoolers.
(Photo courtesy of Fr. Harry Winter assisted by John Ivas)

On the weekend of Sept. 13-15, Fr.
Frank Demers, OMI, gave his ninth

annual retreat  for 13 home school moth-
ers at the Marie Joseph Spiritual Center,
Biddeford, ME.  For the second year, Fr.
Harry Winter, OMI,  helped him.

They spent the first evening so-
cializing, helping Fr. DeMers celebrate his
91st birthday, and then praying the ro-
sary, singing the first decade of the Sor-
rowful Mysteries, and reciting the rest.

The Sisters of the Presentation
of Mary, who run the center, led Lauds
and Evening Prayer throiughout the re-
treat and furnished the meals.  They men-
tioned that Oblates Lon Konold, Bill
Sheehan, and Dick Sudlik have all given
valued retreats at the center.
            -From website OMIUSA.org, 09/24/19
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Front, l-r: 5 scholastics who renewed vows: Bros. Eugene Mwape Mule,  Lester
Antonio Zapata,  Solomon Gaja,  Alejandro Alavarado, Lázaro Ángel
Leal. Back, l-r: Oblate Frs. Ron LaFramboise, Raymond Mwangala,
Antonio Ponce, Lou Studer, David Ullrich.

Oblate Schol. Bros. Alejandro
Alvarado  (2nd renewal), Solomon

Gaja (5th renewal),  Lazaro Leal (1st re-
newal),  Eugene Mule (7th renewal), and
Antonio Zapata (4th renewal),  renewed
their vows after the homily before Fr.
Louis Studer, OMI, Provincial, and
thirty Oblates from the San Antonio area
who gathered to witness the ceremony
of vow renewal.

Schol. Bro. Eleazar Manuel-
Lopez, OMI,  served as deacon for
the Mass. He will be ordained priest
January 11, 2020, in San Antonio by
Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI,
Bishop Emeritus of San Angelo, TX.

On Sept. 14, 2019, Fr. Leo Perez, OMI,
 (2nd from left)  participated in the panel The
Truth Will Set You Free: John Paul II and

Modern Ideologies at the St. John Paul II National
Shrine,  in Washington, D.C.

Co-sponsored by the Polish Embassy, this
was part of a series exploring the Pope’s legacy and
response to pivotal questions of our time.  Fr. Leo’s
paper was on Freedom and Pope John Paul II’s
Writings on the Preferential Option for the Poor.

Since May 2019, Fr. Leo has been the Di-
rector of the Collection for the Church in Latin America
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. On
weekends he assists with the sacraments of Recon-
ciliation and the Eucharist at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Fr. Scott Hill, OMI, joined with youth of the world, on Septem-
ber 20,  2019 calling for an end to the indifference of many people

and nations toward creation’s distress, mother earth.
“I found the young inspiring,” Fr. Hill said. “Their passion and

rage remind me thast this younger generation is being forced to step
into the breach of responsibility abandoned by adults and national
leaders.”

In San Francisco, a crowd estimated at roughly 8,000 people
met at the federal building on Seventh Street, where House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein have offices, and
marched 1.1 miles down Market Street, past the offices of Bank of
America and PG&E, before ending at Embarcadero Plaza near the
Ferry Building.
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The ministry of Fr. Dan Leblanc,
OMI, is different from that of
most Oblates. Fifteen years ago,

while ministering among the poor,
indigenous peoples in Peru, then
Superior General Guillermo Steckling
asked Fr. Dan to move to New York
City to work at the United Nations.

Dan had long been an advocate
for the poor, for fair and just wages for
the poor, championing the rights of
workers and care for Mother Earth. But
working at the U.N.? This would be far
different from the favelas of Peru where
he had been ministering several years.

Trusting in God’s providence
and obedience to Fr. General, Fr. Dan
moved to Ascension Parish in Manhat-
tan to begin ministering at the U.N.

At approximately this same
time, the Oblates, as a worldwide con-
gregation, made the decision to join
VIVAT International,  the brain child of
the Divine Word Missionaries and the
Sisters of the Holy Spirit. As Oblates,
we are officially recognized by the De-
partment of Global Communications by
the U.N., and through our partnership
in VIVAT, by the Economic and Social
Council of the U.N.

Fr. Dan spends a good deal of
his time at the U.N. working on the Sus-
tainable Development Goals, adopted
by the U.N., which include such issues
as: social, sustainable development for
all peoples, a better life for Indigenous
Peoples, women’s rights, trafficking of
persons, migration of peoples, just
wages and improvement of conditions
for mining workers.

“The religious and faith-
based organizations are considered
non-governmental organizations
which is good,” says Fr. Dan, “be-
cause we make every effort to work
in relationship with each other and
with Ambassadors, staff and spe-
cialists. This means we spend a good
deal of time in meetings, negotia-
tions and advocating for the good
of people, especially for the poor
and most in need.”

Dan is one of three Roman
Catholic religious working at the U.N.
through VIVAT International. He is the
only Oblate at the U.N. at present.

Besides his ministry Monday
through Friday at the United Nations in
mid-town Manhattan, Dan lives and
ministers at Ascension Parish on the

upper west side of town. He celebrates
the Sacraments on the weekends in
English and Spanish and helps out at
other nearby parishes as well.

Ascension is a relatively poor
parish, consisting primarily of immigrants
from Central America and Mexico and
Dan’s beloved Peru. At the parish, he
finds time to minister to the homeless.
At a nearby grocery, he asked the gro-
cer to put the fruit beginning to ripen to
the point of not being saleable and place
it in specially identifiable bags on the
sidewalk for the poor to eat. Though
technically illegal, the grocer agreed to
this and the police ignore the illegality,
happy also to see the homeless able to
eat some of the fruits and vegetables
on the sidewalk each evening.

Fr. Dan told me that often mea-
surable successes in his work at the
U.N. can seem few and far between.
But he did proudly tell me, “For the very
first time in the history of the United
Nations, after a lot of plotting and ne-
gotiating, we managed to get countries
to accept the plight of the homeless in
the world as the central theme for the
Social Development Conference to be
held next February.”

Oblate serves at United Nations
by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Frs. Art Flores (l) and Lou Studer (r) meet with Fr. Dan Leblanc



NOVEMBER  2019  -15

The NE Fall Meeting in
Tewksbury, MA, was held
Sept-4-6, 2019. It included an evalu-

ation of the province ministries, the presence
and ministry of the leadership team to prov-
ince Oblates, and the challenges the province
must face in the next three to five years as the
province membership begins the process of
choosing leadership to serve the next three
years (2020-2023) in the U.S. Province.

This evaluation provides an opportu-
nity to look at various aspects of the prov-
ince: finances, healthcare, personnel projec-
tions, which ministries in the province we con-
tinue to embrace,   what priority these minis-
tries will have for us into the future.

The meetings also allow a fraternal
sharing among the Oblates gathered with each
other and with province leadership.

-Text and photos by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI.

Fr. Norm Comtois, Bro.Charlie Gilbert, Frs. Bill Hallahan, Gerald Flater, Bill
O’Donnell, Bro. Craig Bonham.

Frs. Terry O’Connell, George Kirwin, George Roy, Greg Cholewa, John
Hanley, Charles Beausoleil, Mike O’Hara, Bro. Paul Daly, Frs. Steve
Vasek, Seámus Finn.

Frs. Frank DeMers, Greg Cholewa, Charles
Beausoleil,  Jim Chambers.

Frs. Steve Vasek, Bill McSweeney, Gene Tremblay, Tom Coughlin, John
Staak, Bro. Gus Coté.

Fr. Will Harvey, Ms.Emily Picard, Frs. Bill Sheehan,
Harry Winter, Charlie Breault.
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 For over four decades Fr  Dick McAlear, OMI, has been
involved in the healing ministry, traveling the world teaching, preaching
and praying for healing. The fruit of these years - insights, lessons,
experience, wisdom - has been gathered together in the book  Power
of Healing Praye. Published by Our Sunday Visitor, it has enjoyed
some success, selling some 10,000 copies to date and also being trans-
lated into Polish this past year. It can be downloaded from Amazon or
purchased from them from his website or from OSV, in hard copy.
 Fr. Harry Winter, OMI, has made a new, expanded version of
Oblate Missiologists, a Workbook, 2019, for the October Extraor-
dinary Month of Mission.  Seventeen Oblates have been featured in
this updated version of the 1998 edition including: Bishop Arséne

Turquetil, Frs.  Paul Hughes, Bill Reinhard, and Bob Wright. It includes an
appendix on Oblate work in the Arctic. The 1998 edition, available both in hard
copy and internet was about 75 pages; this edition is 119 pages.  Access at OMIUSA
website: go to links to Mission, Unity, and Dialogue.

Give thanks to
the Lord, for

He is Good; His
Love is

Everlasting
-Psalm 136:1

 The Young Oblates of Canada/US Region met for the second time at
Queen of Apostles Retreat Center in Mississauga ON, from Sept. 23– 26. The
focus of this year’s congress was rediscovering the essence of our missionary
charism and the role it plays in discerning ministry responses, especially with the
current mandates of the 36th general chapter.

Fr. David Muñoz OMI,  moderated the first evening. On the second
day, Fr. Fernando Velasquez OMI, spoke about the possibilities and messi-
ness that is Intercultularity. On the third and fourth day, the facilitator, Michelle
Miller, who has worked closely with Oblates in Ottawa, ON, conducted  a
process in which  they considered potential sites for collaborative regional minis-
try.  Fourteen sites were considered. On Thursday, the last evening together, they
visited St-Patrick’s, an Oblate Parish in Hamilton, ON, that is embodying the
missionary efforts.     -by Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI


